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     Praise the Lord, Ebenezer!  I greet 
you in the name that is above every 
name, Jesus Christ our Lord.  He alone 
is wonderful!   

As we embark upon a new year filled 
with hopes, dreams, and aspirations, let 
us begin to focus and set our sights on 
being true disciples for the Lord Jesus 
Christ, submitting ourselves daily to His 
lordship.  This, my dear friend, is not an 
easy task but it is a necessary one.  As it 
is written, “If anyone would come after 
me, let him deny himself and take up his 

cross daily and follow me.” (Luke 9:23, 
ESV).  Of course, this will require a level 
of discipline on our part.  However, this 
commitment may be extremely benefi-
cial when our hearts are thirsty for 
God.   

     In the words of the ancient, Greek 
philosopher Plato, “an unexamined life 
is not a life worth living.” As stated in 
sacred Scripture, “Test me, LORD, and 
try me, examine my heart and my 
mind.” (Psalm 26:2, NIV).  This seem-
ingly difficult process of self-reflection is 
critical to the spiritual resilience of every 
believer.  God has given us an anecdote 
that has been proven to cure all matters  
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Hallelujah Disciples of  
Ebenezer Baptist Church!  

To God be the Glory,  
for the  

Great Things HE hath Done!  

W 
ho would have ever 
thought,  that I, li'l ole me, 
would be chosen as the 

Eighth Pastor of this glorious body of 
believers!  

Let me tell you I would have never 
thought of this blessing. Many have 
had desires, but this is totally out of 
heaven!   I am truly a living testi-
mony, as referred to in Isaiah 64:4: 
"For since the beginning of the world 

men have not heard, nor perceived 
by the ear, neither hath the eye seen, 
O God, beside Thee, what He hath 
prepared for him that waiteth  for 
HIM!”  

I must honestly admit, I still do no 
think it has hit me yet!  Thanking 
God for His grace and mercy, is only 
the beginning!  Thank you all for 
your prayers, your patience, and your 
confidence expressed toward me, by 
choosing me as your Pastor!   

My vision and my aim are to ensure 
that:   

1) every disciple of Ebenezer knows 
who he or she is in Christ;  

2) those of us who have had a life 
changing encounter with God 
build upon that foundation;  

3) by building, know that according 
to 1 Corinthians 3:11, we build 
upon the knowledge that ...“For 
other foundation can no man lay 

than that is laid, which is Jesus 
Christ. ”  Our building rests upon 
His work, and His work alone.  

We cannot allow other influences to 
override the truth of 
this gospel. We 
must righteously 
impose a block 
on ourselves 
not to allow 
anything to 
override Jesus' 
founda-
tion.  Each of us 
must personally 
desire to, and actively 
engage in bringing into captivity 
every thought to the obedience of 
Christ!  

Ebenezer, I have faith in God to know 
this we will do, if God permits!  

Stay faithful, stay focused, and stay 
blessed! 

Pastor Eric Taylor Sr.   

“Seeking the LORD for Servant 

Workers” 
Then saith he unto his disciples, 

the harvest is plenteous, but the 

labourers are few... 

Matthew 9:37 
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Below, Ebony Ellard responds to ques-

tions from Kathi L. Reid.  

Ebony shares her experience on a short-

term mission assignment to Nicaragua 

with Beyond Now, Inc.  

 

KLR: Was this your first mission 

trip? What made you decide to 

Go?  

Ebony: Yes this was my first missions 

trip. I decided to attend this missions 

trip, because: 1) first and for most I 

was raised up as a missionary serving 

in church and local communities; do-

ing missions has been a part of my life 

for a long time; and, 2) I was chal-

lenged by my professor at the Balti-

more School of The Bible, in the year 

of 2016, during our missions class to 

begin to pray about foreign missions 

and seek God’s direction. So with 

months of prayer and fasting, God 

opened the door for a ministry by the 

name of Beyond Now to connect with 

me.  This ministry asked me to pray 

about being their area leader for the 

youth in Maryland, to share my ex-

perience and passion for missions and 

ministry as well as attend a missions 

trip to Nicaragua to assist other youth. 

Despite of my own discomfort and 

fear, God said to me in prayer one day 

“Go” Fear not, I got you and have al-

ways had you! 

 

KLR: Tell us, when and where 

did you go and who else partici-

pated?  

EE: God allowed me to attend this trip 

on July 21-30 2017 to Managua Nica-

ragua with a non-profit organization 

called Beyond Now, Incorporated, 

founded by Pastor Steven Cole and his 

wife Melina Cole. We had four area 

leaders: one from Maryland, another 

North Carolina and two from Tennes-

see. We also had seven teenagers who 

participated, who were able to GO be-

yond their Now. 

 

KLR: Tell us what it was like and 

what did you do? Who did you 

work with?  

EE: This foreign missions trip was 

very enlightening and life changing for 

me and my son, HeZekiah. It was a 

true step out of my comfort zone and a 

major sacrifice. In spite of everything I 

was going through at home, in life 

with finances, losing my job, ministry, 

pure fear, and my family rebuking me 

for wanting to go.  Being obedient to 

God was the only thing that was im-

portant. 

 

KLR: How did you see God glori-

fied during your journey?  

EE: God was glorified in so many 

ways on this journey. One way was in 

my son and the way God used him to 

be a blessing to others and work hard 

to make a difference. He also ex-

pressed so much and let go of so many 

things during our daily Devotional’s.  

God strengthened our relationship 

and helped us build new relationships 

as well. 

 

KLR: What did you hear God say  

to you during your journey?  

EE: Well God made it plain to me that 

I could do all things through him and 

just to simply trust him throughout 

this whole process. This was truly a 

challenge for me, my family and min-

istry; however, the Lord presented 

himself to us in a unique way and we 

all heard him in many ways. God al-

lowed me, as a mother and ministry 

leader, to witness how he revealed 

himself to my kids and the youth I 

lead in ministry. 

 

KLR: What did you learn about 

the glory of God during your 

journey?  

EE: Gods Love was definitely dis-

played everywhere we went and the 

people were so grateful for all that we 

were doing 

 

KLR: How has God instructed 

you to prayer?  

EE: At this moment God has in-

structed me to go back to my prayer 

journal and pray for those that I met 

along the way, locally in Tennessee 

and North Carolina as well as interna-

tionally in Nicaragua. God has also 

given me instructions to pray about 

continuing  in foreign missions. 

 

KLR:  What was the most favor-

ite part of your journey? What 

was the hardest part of your 

journey? Wow I don’t believe I had a 

favorite part of this journey. It was 

amazing being able to be a blessing to 

those in the communities of Managua 

and San Benito. Meeting the people 

and engaging with the children just 

made my heart glow. We had language 

barriers but it felt like it didn’t matter.  

Everyone, just displayed Gods love to 

one another and that was all that mat-

tered.  However, if I had to pick one 

thing, I would say being able to minis-

ter through mime and teach it to the 

youth was amazing. We building a 

prayer room and remodeling the li-

brary at the school were both enjoy-

able experiences.       Continued...top of page 3 
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KLR: Please share one or two highlights about 

your journey (someone who may have touch your 

heart or something that happened that stood out 

beyond anything else).  

EE: On this journey I was able to experience many differ-

ent things that stood out but the main two experiences had 

to do with my son and a young lady by the name of Krystal. 

One night during our group devotional my son shared 

some things that the Lord laid on his heart that touched 

me so much that it brought me to tears. He never really 

expresses himself, especially in a group setting; so I was 

overwhelm will love, joy and highly proud of him. The 

other highlight the bond and relationship I built with the 9 

year old local girl named Krystal. At first she was unsure 

about even speaking to us but I later was informed that 

they were not use to seeing so many African-American 

missionaries. However, besides the language barrier and 

the color of my skin we were able to communicate, work 

side-by-side, play games, sing and dance. I have never seen 

a nine year-old work as hard Krystal. And, the best part 

was that we worked together doing work for the Lord and 

their community.  She kept me going even when I felt my 

body giving in from overworking. All in all God’s Love ex-

tends to all things. When it was time to leave Krystal didn’t 

want me to go and cried out saying “No Mi Amiga Don’t 

Go" and she hugged me so tight and would not let me go. 

This just brought me to tears, because I only spent a few 

days with her and we made such a huge impact in each 

other’s lives.  All-in- all, God’s Love extends to all things. 

 

KLR: How will you apply this experience to your 

life and to the lives of your children? 

EE: This experience was a extension to what God has me 

doing here locally as an individual and within ministry. I 

will be in prayer about what God has in store for me to 

come. I would love to continue to connect with more young 

people, show them what God has done, help them learn 

about missions and how they can play a part in their com-

munities as well as reach the nations. 

 

KLR: Will you go again?  

EE: Yes I will definitely go again if God says Go with no 

questions asked this time around. 

 

KLR:  Do you have anything else to say?  

EE: I would like to thank everyone from Ebenezer who 

donated to help us go to Nicaragua.  We are very grateful 

and blessed for your prayers and support.  

 

KLR: Thank you, Ebony...continue to put feet to the Word 

of God. Hopefully, your testimony will encourage others to 

GO on a short-term mission assignment here or abroad.   
 
Please see Kathi L. Reid for opportunities to serve on the mission field in 

Haiti, Puerto Rico, North Carolina (men only), Texas and Louisiana  

 

of the heart.  We must learn to ap-
proach the throne of grace with an 
open mind and pour out our hearts to 
an omnipotent God.  He is waiting 
with open arms to bear all of our daily 
burdens.  

Today, we see a rise in heart disease 
which may be connected to the unre-
solved issues in our lives. The Ameri-
can Heart Association reports, “more 
than 2,200 Americans die from heart 
disease every single day, that’s one 
death every 39 seconds.” Stress can be 
a major contributor to heart dis-
ease.  However, it has been proven 
that eating a healthy diet, exercising 
moderately, maintaining emotional 
stability, and actively participating in 

corporate worship may offset the risk 
of developing heart disease.  In the 
house of worship, there is music, 
prayer, love, as well as relationship 
building which help to maintain a 
healthy and stable lifestyle.  It is a 
known fact that the most resilient peo-
ple have a robust faith.  Focusing on 
the goodness of God is a great way to 
create a feeling of mindfulness.   

     Ebenezer, we have the ability 
through the Lord Jesus to make a dif-
ference in this world, our nation and 
the Barclay community.  Our call to 
discipleship means that we have to 
remain faithful, and reconcile our 
hearts back to the One who loves us 
unconditionally.  God promised that if 

we make Him the Lord of our lives, 
that He would give us the desires of 
our hearts.  As we move forward in 
2018 with our new pastor, I pray that 
God will richly bless the Ebenezer 
Church family as we consider the mat-
ters of our hearts.  Scripture says, 
“Taste and see that the Lord is 
good:  blessed is the one who takes 
refuge in him.” (Psalm 34:8 NIV). God 
bless you! 

 

1The unexamined life is not worth living | new philosopher," 

last modified December 18, 2017, http://

www.newphilosopher.com/articles/being-fully-human/.  

2American Heart Association, "Go Red for Women," Go 

Red For Women®, last modified November 2017, http://

www.goredforwomen.org.  
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P: All forms of human oppression must be dis-
mantled. Lord, hear our prayer! 

L: While many criticize the poor for their plight, the 
fact of the matter is that many poor people are 
underemployed, working two to three jobs and 
still unable to make ends meet.. Employers often 
“steal” their wages by making them work hours 
for which they are not paid. 

P:  The poor have the right to full employment and 
a guaranteed income that equip them to rise 
above poverty. Lord, in your mercy, hear our 
prayer and convict those who employ the poor 
to treat them as they themselves would want 
to be treated! 

L: Punishing the poor by exploiting them is not in 
alignment with the will of God, who maintained 
that how we treat “the least of these” is how we 
treat the God we say we love. 

P: The God of Justice cannot be pleased. We call 
for pay equity for women, for people of color, 
for all marginalized people; we call for legisla-
tion which protects and honors their work and 
their humanity. 

L: All women have the right to be treated with 
dignity. Lord, hear our prayer and mobilize us 
to work for their protection and justice. 

P: We, God’s people believe in the liberation and 
empowerment of oppressed people all over the 
world. We covenant with You, almighty God, to 
work for the liberation, protection and fair treat-
ment of all of Your children. We know that until 
all of us are free, none of us are free. 

A: We believe in the moral imperatives given by God 
and in the premise that this should be “one nation, 
under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for 
all.” We stand, shoulder to shoulder, hand in 
hand, to work against the immoral policies and 
systems which cause too many people to live in 
and suffer from poverty. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer! 

The 50 year Commemoration  

of the 1968 Sanitation Workers’ Strike  

See the Film:  

I Am A Man: From Memphis, A Lesson In Life 

Produced by the Memphis Tourism Foundation, 2009  

SDPC Labor Justice  

(adapted from Bill of Rights for the Poor by Rev. 
Dr. Frederick Haynes, III) 

L: We, God’s people, believe in the liberation and 
empowerment of oppressed people all over 
the world. We believe that the criminaliza-
tion and dehumanization of the poor is im-
moral and against the will of God. We be-
lieve, as Dr. Martin Luther King said, 

“injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.” 

P. All people, including the poor, have the right to 
pursue life, liberty and happiness without insti-
tutional barriers. We stand in opposition to the 
continuation of racism, sexism, classism, imperi-
alism and policies which result in the disenfran-
chisement of all marginalized people. 

L: The poor are human beings, created by God, 
with a right to public policies which invest in 
them and in their well-being. 

P: We call for partnerships between corporate 
and community-based groups which open 
doors and invest in “the least of these.”. 

 
L: One in every six children in America is a victim 

of poverty; one in every three children of color is 
growing up in poverty. To be pro-life is to be 
supportive of the needs of poor children, too 
many of whom do not have access to quality 
health care, education and housing. 

P: Lord, in your mercy, hear us! 

L: All people should have equal protection un-
der the law as is stated in the United States 
Constitution, and the poor must be protected 
from injustice meted out by the justice sys-
tem.. To be poor is not a crime. We call for 
an end to their criminalization in our justice 
system. 

P: Lord, in your mercy, hear us! 

L: We call for unequivocal civilian control of our 
neighborhoods and citizen review boards 
which have the power to discipline police offi-
cers who engage in abusive treatment of hu-
man beings, many of whom’s only “crime” is 
that they are poor. 
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In Memorial 
Evelena Frisby   

Editor and Founder 
The Ebenezer CONNECTION 

WHOM DOES THE TITHE BELONG? 

 The tithe belongs to the Lord and all the tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the land or of the fruit of the tree, it is the Lord’s: 

it is holy unto the Lord. Leviticus 27:30)   

 

WHO SHOULD TITHE?  

Let every one of you lay by him in store what God has prospered. (1 Corinthians 16:2) 

 

WHY SHOULD WE TITHE?  

Because the Lord says bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse  

that there may be meat in mine house (Malachi 3:10) 

 

HOW MUCH SHOULD WE TITHE?   

Now consider how great this man was to whom Abraham gave the tenth of the 

spoils. (Hebrews 7:4) 

 

WHAT IS GOD’S PROMISE TO THE TITHER?    

If I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that 

there shall not be room enough to receive. (Malachi 3:10) 

 

WHAT KIND OF GIVER DOES THE LORD LOVE?    

God loves a cheerful giver. (2 Corinthians 9:7) 

T 
he Bible says God 
“created us anew in 
Christ Jesus, so we can 
do the good things he 

planned for us long ago.” These 
are devastating times. A billion 
people are hungry, millions are 
trafficked in slavery, and pan-
demic diseases are gouging en-
tire nations. Each year nearly 
two million children are exploited in the 
global sex trade. In the few minutes it 
took you to read today’s devotional, al-
most ninety children died of preventable 
diseases. More than half of all Africans 
don’t have access to modern health fa-
cilities. As a result, ten million die each 
year from diarrhea, acute respiratory 
illness, malaria, and measles. And many 

of those deaths could be 
prevented by one injec-
tion.  

You ask, “What can I do 
about it?” God answers 
prayer, so you can pray 
for those who are suffer-
ing. You can give, 
whether it’s a lot or a 

little. And you can volunteer. You’re sur-
rounded by great causes in need of peo-
ple. And here’s why you should get in-
volved: Your life is racing by, and if you 
aren’t careful, one day you’ll look up and 
your one shot at life will have passed you 
by. Some people don’t concern them-
selves with such thoughts. They grind 
through their days without lifting their 
eyes to look. They live and die and never 
ask why. If you want your life to matter, 
live it in such a way that the world will be 
glad you did. You were created and re-
deemed to “do the good things he 
planned for [you] long ago.” And when 
you stand before God, He will ask you 
how well you carried out your assign-
ment, and reward you accordingly.  De-
votional written by: Jentezen Franklin 

8 God saved you by his grace 

when you believed. And you 

can’t take credit for this; it is 

a gift from God.  

9 Salvation is not a reward 

for the good things we have 

done, so none of us can boast 

about it.  

10 For we are God’s master-

piece. He has created us 

anew in Christ Jesus, so we 

can do the good things he 

planned for us long ago. 

Ephesians 2:8-10 

DO SOMETHING ABOUT IT 

Remember: If you are chosen to receive Christ's 
grace, then you are also appointed to live out 

Christ’s works.   
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January  

Lavinia Dorsey  3/1 
Geraldine Thomas  3/2 
Markia Washington  3/3 
Sarah Bowers  3/5 
Joseph Clark III  3/6 
Alberta Sample  3/8 
Shelly Wheeler   3/12 
Earl Bowers  3/13 
Christian Wright  3/13 
Nalia Carter  3/14 
Virginia Lindsey 3/14  
Hope Lyles    3/15  
Ronnie Gallop   3/16 
Carol Butler    3/16 
Leroy Parker   3/17 
Darius Jackson  3/17 
Angela Daniels   3/19 
Derran Claggett  3/20 
Aniya Duvall   3/20 
Verlie Saunders  3/22 
Gregory Baldwin  3/24 
Sandra Thomas   3/25 
Lashawna Wright   3/25 
Batrynia Washington  3/25 
Shelena Brown  3/29 
Reginald Jeter  3/30 

Desmond Campbell 1/1 
Stephanie Cheeks 1/1 
Michael Harris  1/1 
Paulette Fullard 1/6 
Tina Griffin  1/6 
Doris Jackson  1/7 
Evelyn Paige   1/8 
Destinee Vice 1/9 
Norma Taylor 1/10 
Clara Matthews 1/12     
Carl Pendleton  1/13 
Akia Carter  1/13 
Percilla McCoy  1/17 
Aaron Harris 1/21 
Ulysesses Wilcox 1/22 
Robert Ransom  1/24 
Reginald White  1/25 
Anthony Parker  1/28 
Anna Colclough   1/28 
Rozene Smith    1/30              
Cynthia Pittman-Seaberry 1/31 
Kaijah Amos  1/31 

Vincent Bonds  2/1 
Ericka Howell   2/2 
Myra Cheeks   2/3 
Terri Clemons   2/5 
Terri Wilson-Cook   2/6 
Boneillious Isaac  2/6 
Shemar Johnson  2/11 
Ashley Gregory   2/16 
Tyra Williams   2/15 
Zelma Parker   2/15 
Damien Noble  2/17 
Eric Matthews  2/17 
Nailah Williams 2/17 
Edna Jackson  2/21 
Brenda Jones   2/21 
Jonathan Brown  2/21 
Carlos McGee  2/22 
Rhonda Boswell  2/24 
Tymira Jacobs  2/24 
Tremain Bethea  2/25 
Imani Cross   2/26 
Tyrone Madison  2/28 
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Why is it essential to attend 
Sunday School and or a Bible Study? 

1. To grow in Christ (Hebrews 5:12-14)  

2. The Word is infallible, complete and authorita-

tive...we cannot live according to God’s will if we 

do not know His Word.   

3. To grow in faith (Roman’s 10:17) 

4. We need to understand God’s Book of Instructions 

Before Leaving the Earth (BIBLE). 

5. To learn about the Bible to be able to distinguish 

between truth and error (Ephesians 4:14; 5:11; 1 

John 4:1) 

6. To develop more theological insight or biblical 

understanding  

7. It’s a place where you can search the scriptures 

and share your concerns (2 Timothy 3:16, 17) 

8. Group Bible Study creates connection,  account-

ability, provides encourages and can be a place of 

unconditional love.   

9. It is interactive, Elder Taylor or our Ministry lead-

ers  use the Word to answer your questions  

10. Fosters community within the church — God com-

mands us to be in the assembly of saints Hebrews 

10:25)  

Starts on 

2/14/18 

Male Chorus  - Sunday, March 

18th—3PM 

EBC Reunion Benefit Concert 

Honoring Minister Myrna Powell 

Featuring: Choirs of Yester Years 
Sunday, April 29, 2018, 3:00 PM 

Proceeds will benefit  

                            Camp Ebenezer 2018 

March 25, 2018 

April 29, 2018 

of Pastor Eric Taylor, Sr. 
April 22, 2018 

Ush
er

s 

April 15, 2018 

3rd  
Thursdays 

Monthly 


